Answered Prayer

I John 5:14-17

Introduction:
The name of Jesus can be believed in, not only for eternal life, but also for answered prayer. 
Jesus taught this:
John 16:23

“Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. ﻿Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, ﻿﻿that your joy may be ﻿﻿full”.
So the switch to the subject of answered prayer is a natural one.

I. The Reception - 5:14-15
A. An Asking - 5:14a 

James says, in 4:3
“Yet you do not have because you do not ask”.
John says, “ask anything”.
What is excluded in anything? Nothing!

So, some people advocate asking to be rich - Name it, Claim it. - They also go to 3rd John verse 2 
“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers”.
They stopped reading too soon. The “anything” in limited by:

B. An Attitude - “according to His will” - 5:14b
When Jesus said, “in my name,” He was saying, “by my authority”. It is like signing His name to the request.

It is not just adding His name at the end of the prayer.
Question: So, how do we know whether a particular request is His will? 

We need to know what He wants for us.
How do we know that? John told us in 5:3

“love God and ﻿﻿keep His commandments”

The major commandment that John has been stressing is: 
“Love of the Brethren”
But there are more commandments. 

When I am praying and keeping His commandments, I can pray confidently.

If I am not sure, I must add “if it is your will” to the request. Jesus did that in the garden.


C. An Audience: “He hears us” - 5:15a
Hears = Answers
Jesus prayed in the garden and was heard - Hebrews 5:7

John is saying - God hears that prayer.

D. An Answer - 5:15b
If we asked for the ability to love our brother, we have it.

Notice what John does not say: “yes, no or wait”.
That may be proper in some cases, but John is saying that we have exactly what we asked for.

We have it, but God sovereignly determines the means and the timing.

The answer to the petition to love the brother will result in a process of spiritual education that will lead us to the realization of the thing we have asked for.
“I asked for patience; He sent me trials”
Paul teaches the same truth in Romans 10:13. His point is that victorious Christian living involves salvation (deliverance) from God’s temporal wrath:

“Whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered.” i.e. from God’s temporal punishment for sin.

II. The Responsibility - 5:16a

A. The Christian’s Observation
Every believer must be concerned about his own walk with the Lord, He can’t love his brother if he is unconcerned his brother’s obedience.
B. The Christian’s Differentiation 
He must know the difference between sin to death and not to death.
C. The Christian’s Participation
“He will give him life”

The “him” is the praying brother.

When the sinning brother confesses that sin, God gives him life. But that life comes through the praying brother.
Life comes to the praying brother and he passes it along to the forgiven brother.

III. The Exception: “the sin unto death” - 5:16b  
A. Identification of the sin

What is the sin unto death? - Not the unforgivable sin! - Matthew 12:32
﻿“Anyone who ﻿﻿speaks a word against the Son of Man, ﻿﻿it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 
1. Jesus was on the earth performing miracles.

2. He was doing so by the power of the Holy Spirit.

3. They were attributing the miracles to Satan.

Death is physical death, not spiritual.

He is a brother.

He has eternal life.

He can’t lose that life.

Examples of the sin unto death:
Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 5:1-11
The sexual sin of I Corinthians 5

The sin at the Lord’s table - I Corinthians 11:29-30

“For he who eats and drinks ﻿﻿in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the ﻿﻿Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many ﻿﻿have died”.
B. Seriousness of the sin
C. Instructions Concerning the Sin

Conclusion:
